














































 My name is Don Burquest. I live in the Country Hills North subdivision of New 
Braunfels, just off Hunter Road. 

I want to make three brief requests of the Task Force. 
 First, virtually at each meeting that I have attended, there has been some 
statement to the effect that this Outer Loop proposal and discussion is intended only to 
identify a possible route for such an outer loop in order to facilitate planning, should such 
a loop ever be built. I have frequently heard statements to the effect also that there is no 
money in the county, or in the state, or in the Federal government to construct such a 
loop. I urge you as the Task Force please not to entertain any more statements to this 
effect. The fact is, as was pointed out by a citizen at the August meeting, even if that 
were true, it is irrelevant; there are international companies who might be approached for 
financial assistance, much as was considered earlier for at least partial funding of the ill-
conceived Trans-Texas Corridor and other projects. In addition, let me quote from the 
Herald-Zeitung report of the August meeting, which appeared on page 2A of the August 
19 issue: "Unless any serious objections, legal or otherwise are presented, final public 
inquiry and almost certain recommendation next year will provide grounds for TxDOT to 
apply for federal funding of the proposed loop." To date I have read no statements of 
clarification or retraction from TxDOT to contradict this statement of intention. Please, 
no more words that this is just a planning tool. 

Secondly, you are now in the final stages of your work and will soon be 
submitting your final report. Please remember that it is likely that members of the City 
Council will be relatively uninformed regarding the proposed Loop, perhaps even 
regarding the nature and amount of the deliberations of the Task Force, and even 
uninformed regarding the charge given to you. As a result, when you file your report, 
there is the possibility that the Council will consider your report as tacit endorsement of 
the idea of an Outer Loop, possibly even assuming that it represents the view of the 
public at large. Such an endorsement, of course, is not within the charge of the Task 
Force, but in order to avoid unintentionally giving that impression, I urge you in your 
final report to figure prominently a disclaimer, perhaps something like: "This final report 
is only our evaluation of the consistency with which the process of evaluation of the 
proposed route has been applied. We do not want the results of our discussions to be 
interpreted in any way as our endorsement of the idea of an Outer Loop." As you know, it 
has been reported that there is no official historical record indicating that the New 
Braunfels City Council requested study of any Outer Loop proposal. Thus the origins of 
the idea itself are unclear, and I urge the Task Force not to inadvertently appear to be 
supportive of it.  

Finally, please in the next few weeks go for a leisurely drive along River Road. 
This entire area is a glorious gift that we in New Braunfels are fortunate to be blessed 
with, and River Road is a refreshing scenic drive that can enrich one's soul with its 
beauty. As you approach Second Crossing, slow down for a moment. Note the scenic 
bluffs along one side, and the dense trees along both sides as the river gently flows past. 
This is part of the heritage that has been entrusted to us, to enjoy, and to pass down to our 
grandchildren. Now try to imagine how this idyllic scene will look when a four- or six-
lane highway crosses the river there, as indicated in the present proposal. The pristine 
beauty that will be destroyed if this project goes forward will result in a profound loss to 
our area, a loss that it will never be possible to undo.  

Thank you for your consideration. 
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