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Resident of city’s ETJ frustrated at options

By David Saleh Rauf 
The Herald-Zeitung 

Published July 10, 2007

On their half-acre of land in northwest Comal County, Lee Byrd and his family relish in the simple things 

provided by the peaceful country setting: riding bicycles, sitting outside talking and star gazing in evening. 
 
Byrd, 44, purchased his property on Hoffman Lane, just west of Farm-to-Market 1102, to avoid noise from the 

city that he said would impede on his family’s ability to enjoy the country atmosphere. That was 16 years ago, 

and Byrd admits that he knew the “city would one day come out my way.” 
 
That day is approaching as New Braunfels population continues to grow and officials annex more land, 

extending the city limits in almost all directions. In May, city leaders annexed about 1,600 acres in the 

southeast quadrant of the city, bordering Schertz. The city was considering annexing up to 8,000 total acres, 

including land in north New Braunfels. 
 
And although Byrd’s property is less than two miles outside the current city limits, he already is subject to 

some decisions being made by city officials that he feels could impact his family’s quality of life. 
 
The reason: His three bedroom ranch is in an area of Comal County where the city of New Braunfels has legal 

authority to make certain zoning and transportation decisions. That area is called the extraterritorial 

jurisdiction, a 3.5-mile radius  
 
outside the city limits where New Braunfels officials review all subdivision master plans, plats and proposed 

roads that could run through the new developments. In March, the ETJ expanded from 2 to 3.5 miles when the 

city declared a population of more than 50,000. 
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